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PATTERNS CIF OVAL READING ACROSS STAGES OF WORD
KNOWLEDGE ' rder No. DiA5301 506
BEAR, DONALD ROBERT, PH.Q. University of Virginia, 1962. 175i3p.
Major Adviser: Dr. Edmund H. Henderson

The relationship betWeen the prosody of oral reading and
orthographic awareness in beginning readers wis examined in this ,

study. Fluency and expression were studied through evaluations of
tbe oral reading, spontaneous speech, and story retellif.igs of forty
first-graders and five third-graders. Orthographic awareness was
studied by examining the invented spellings according to stages of
spelling development (Henderson and Beers, 1980).

For these first graders, the spelling cate6ories predicted,oral
reading fluency and expression. Stages of spelling were related to the
prosodic measures of oral reiding. The implication of this research is
that the reader who is analyzing orthrigraphrat a superliCial level Will
read disfluently. It was argued that reading fluency and expression
shosild be podsible for readers who- demonstrate intheir, invented
spellings that they are experimenting with the abstract marking
system in English orthography.

It was suggested that teachers' expectations for reading fluency
should include an evaluation of orthographic awareness.
Furthermore, it was suggested that in the diagnosis'of oral readind,
students could read from materials they had read before, and that in
their evaluations-of orai reading, teachers should consider reading
tate, pauseppatterns, and general measuresof fluency 'and
expression.

THE EFFECT OF ILLUSTRATIONS ON THIRD GRAKRr"----
AtTITUDES TOWARD THE ELD,BRLY OrdsNo. DA830815S.
SEEGHLY, DENA GAYLE, ED.!). University of Georgi 19(12. 112pp.

Director: Ira E. Aaron

This study was undertaken to investigate the effect of stereotypic
' ,and nonstereotypic illustrations on third grade children's attitudes

toward the elderly. Subjects were 150 third grade,students who
ettended one of two elementadi schbols in Hart County, Georgia.

TM miterials used in this study consisted-of an attitude scaleand
three realistic fiction selective containing older protagonists. There'
we two text versions of each selectien, male and fentale. Each
version had three picture conditions: stereotypic illustration, non
stereotypic Illustration, and no illustration. Appropriate, realistic, full
coior, lull pees (6%" x 1I ") illustrations wire drkwn by an Artist tor

s each version of theihree stories. The attitude scale wss devised by
the researcher to determine whether illustrations influence children's
attitudes toward the elderly. In this study, the attitude scale served as
both a pretest and posttest.

Each class involved in the investigation participated in five
sessiont During session one, the attitude scale, which served as a
pretest, was adrienistered. For the second, third, and fourth sessions,
boys and girls were randomly assigned within classrooms to one of
the six treatment conditions: older male protagonist with& stereotypic
illustration, older male protagonist with a.nonsteieotypic illu ation,
older male protagonist with no illustration-, older female pro gonist
with a nonstereotypic illustration, older female with a stereotvpic
illustration, and older female with no illustration. During the contt

USING READING TO FACIpt,ATE CHANGEB-iN -
' NUTRITIONAL BEHAVIOR , Order No. DA8300761

Canun, SHIRLEY Miaow, Eo.D. Boston University SchOol of
Education, 1982. 2680p. Major Professor: RossImina Indrisano

The purposes of this study were to survey the existing litersture on
the relationship of diet to cognitive functioning, to examine teachers'
attitudes andknowledge in this area, and to attempt to change
nutritional habits in a selected group of children through reading and
instruction.

The findings of the literature review regarding the effect of'
nutrition on cognitive performance gave validity to the need for the
second and third parts of the study.

. To determine need for and interest in nutritional education, a
survey wassaministered to 10Q elernehtary and middle school
teachers. These teachers were from suburban schools and horn
largeurban graduate school of education in the northeast section ef
the countrPearson correlation coefficients were computed for the
correlation of each of the tweOty items in the questionnaire with sect
of the other nineteeequestions. Responses of the teachers showed a
genuine interest in nutrition, motivation to reed new research in the

' 'area, and a willingness to include nutiition education in their
curricula.

The survey showed a need for the third part qf the study, a
nutrition module of,twenty lessons which incorporated nutrition into
academic lessons in reading, math:study skills, and dramatics. The
course was taught to 261 sixth grade students in a suburban school in
the Northeest. Assessment of the effectjveness of tloinodule wee
through comparison of the results of a pretest and a posttest
consisting of twenty multiplechoice questions. A comparison of mean
gains using the z statistic shoWed a statistically significant difference
between the pretest and poetissi scores at the .01 level.

tThe module has beeripcepied as a permanent part of the
curriculum in a yeaniong course in Hostel in the experimental school. .

session, all subjects listened to the first story. The second story was
presented during session three, the third during session four. One
week after session four, the attitude scale was administered again
this time as a posttest. .

Results of a 2 x 2 x 3 unbalanced analysis of varihnce indicated
that type of illustration sex of child, and sex of elderly protagonist did .
not affect the subjects' attitudes toward the elderly. Individual
interviews were conducted to gain additional inforThation aboUt the
subjects' attitudesloward the elderly. Twelve randomly seiected
subjectt met with the researcher to discuss their responses on the -
posttest. The majority of the children interviewed reported that their
sesponses on the attitude Scale were based on personal experienis

,-
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FIRST GRAD,ERS' SEGMENTIINI ABILITY, METHOD OF
INSTRUCTION, AND BEGINNING READING PERFORMANCE:
A READINESS PERSPECTIVE Order No. 0A8301634
DOUGHERTY, Comic; Pm.D. Syracuse University, 1962. 115pp.'

The purpose of this studiwas to examine the relationship between
inguistic awareness, method of instruction, and beginning reading
performance. Specifically, the predictive relationship between first
graders' ability to segment at the sentence and word level (an indel of
linguistic awareness) and beginning reading performance wail
studied over time ai were the interaction effects of two different-
methods of beginning reading instruction with segmenting ability.

The underpinnings of-this study stem from reading readiness
theory which suggests that learning is maximized when learners and
methodsof instruction are app.'opriately matched. This study
attempted to facilitatti the process of matching learners with
Programs of instruction by specifying the nature of relationship
between segmenting ability, method of instruction, and beginning .

reading performance.
kuorder to examine the relationship between segmentiniability

and beginning reading perfocmance over time, this study measured .
the segmenting abilities (Informal Tgs( of Auditory Segmentation)
(Sawyer, 1979) of 93 "high risk" first-grade childrenin Jenuary ana
April. Reading performance was measured at fhb same time (Gales-
ArcKillop Diagnostic Reading Test) and in May (Iowa Test oriasic
Skills). Data analysis results supported the hypothesis that there Is
positive reletionship between segmenting ability and beginning
reading performance.

Twoireatments were administered to the subjects of this study in
order to examine how segmenting ability interactswith methelt1 of
reading instruction, the long-term effects of the treatments on reading
performance, and the effects of the treatments on segihenting ability. .
Forly-three subjects received eight weeks of a erthesis plus anglysis
word attack treatment while fifty subjects received a synthulePli
treatment for the same period of time. Approximately equal numbers
of high and low segmenters were contained in each fragment group.
Data analysis indtaled that an interaction did not occur between

,



Wily and method bt Instrudlon. 'the synthesis Plus
Vestment pro...did be superior to the spdhesis only

trestrimit with sillatudenls regardless's. segmentIng ability. The
floPonorifY of th synthesisplui analysis treetment, however, was not
evidepoed when reading wasrmeasured (IorifTuf of Basic Skals)Ves
month afigr expedmental conditions wervelexed. Theyflects of the.

- two brentsbn segmenting ability were squivdc4 . . (Author's
*Arad exceeds stipulated maximum-length. Discontinued here with
permission of-Author.) ULM

a

r

-

VISUAL AND PHONOLOGICAL CODING IN WORD
PROCESSING BY GRADE 4, 6, AND 8 READERS
HAINES, LUNAR!) PAUL, PH.D. The University of Salkatchewan.

)(Canada). 78. _. .
Fronyboth theoretical considerati6ns'and erripirical findings, four .

conye 'ng experiments were undertaken to examine the word ,coding
proces of skilled and less skilled elementary school readers.
Bev -two children participated in the experiments, 24 at each of *

4, 6, and 8, with sex and reader ability equally repinisted,--
first ex iment involved prasuring vocalization latency in

liseconds t individual visual), presented words and pseudowords.
Stimuli consist of three-, four-, and five-letter predictsble words,
unpredictable words, and pseudowords equated for word frequency,
syllable structure, and intraword redundsncy. The lexical decision
task used in the second experiment required the children to make

.word/nonword decisions to singly presented items from a mixed list
of the two word types and pseudowords, with yes/no latency as the
dependent measure. The third experiment involved measuring
same/different response latencies lo letter pairs, some matching on a
physical basis (e.g., lsA), someby name only (e.g.. Aa), and others
that were mismatched (e.g., Al9r. In the final experiment,
same/different.physical/narte match latencies wereineasured to
fosirletter predictable wora's, unpcisdictable words,.and pseudowords.

The reaction time data from each experiment were analyzed by
repeated measures apalyses of variance followed by orthogonal
contrasts and trend analyses. The results of each experiment showed
the anticipated significant developmental improvements in
performance over grades-and the Cuperiority of skilled ove less
skilled readers. An outc me common to th fi cond, and fourth
experiments was in advantage for real words udowordsin all
conditions. This differ ce was significantly great (or less skilled

0 than skilled readers, indicating that the poorer r&JSrs experience
their greatest difficulty in the use of the phonokical code. Inferior
peformance on unpredictable relative to pr table words by the
'lealskilled reader groups in the pronunciation and lexioal decision
experiments suggests that these ohllaren process words by. .
Ownologicarrecoding more often than skilled readers. The absence
eit a signifit ant incremental stimulus length effect in the lexical
experiment indicates that the length obtained in the pronunciation

: experiment Play be attributible to taik-specific factors and suggegs
that words and pseudowords are got processed in aorial, letter-IA:
let feshion.

.
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ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDES OF' INTERMEDIATE AGE
CHILDREN IN GRADES FOUR, FIVE, AND- SIX RELATIVE TO
THE READING COMPREHENSION OF. POETRY

Order No. DA8308672
HA4F0110, JANE Monnis, PH.D. The F)oricla State Univeisity, 1962. -
161pp. Maim Professor: Lawrence E. Hefner

Whether intermediate-age childreji Nke poetry and whether bojs ,

and girls expresS themselves in a sirhilar manner regardipg their likes
and dislikes of poetry were two of the researchquestions addressed
in this retearch. Two other research questions were concerned %ith,.
the possible existence ola difference in reading achievement among
intermediate gradesand between sexes in ability Co comprehend
'general reading material and in ability to comprehend PootrY
* in attffpde toward reading prOiliand irt attitude toward reading
poetry. The last two primary "'insert% questions were concerned vrith
%tether X ethers could.predict how students would perform on a

poetry test and whether students' expreibed preferences for Poems
would correlate with their performance when readidg and anowaffoll
questions on those point Upon analyzing the obtained data, it
found that children expressed favorable attitudes toward poetry. With
the exception of boys in the sixth grade, boys and girls both
expressed positive Attitudes More frequenffy than was expected,

s making categorized data statistically significant. Reading
comprehension achieveipent showed statistically significant
drerences by grades for prose and fqr poetry, but there were
Merences by grade by sex only on achievement when reading

) poetry. Regarding attitudes toward reading, there were no differences
by grades or by grades by sex,toward reading prose; there were
differences expressed by stu ftls by grades and the main effect of
grades onlx on the two-way ifVA by grade by sex toward-reading
poetry. Teachers were Able to predict studentrterfrorenomattoncwetre

hoices fot best-liked
ty-f our students

omiy selected protip of 62
ipa,d In Itze 0-sort for

comprehension on a poetry test but stud
correlated with student performance on
and least-liked poems. One hundrede
participated in the research with a r
students from the three guides who
poen/ preferences. .

c.

bIFFERENCES IN T'HE ACQUISITION 0 LECTED
READINESS ABILITIES SETWEEN READER AND
NONREADERS IN 'KINDERGARTEN Order No. DA8303807
HUMPNREY-CUMMINGS, CAROLYN MN, PH.D. Michigan State University,
1962. 96pp. -

Many kindergarteners pr ress as a group through a readiness
programogardless of the fact at some.of the pupils have alr
acquired the abilities tha the pr ram proposes to teach. Tees
need to assess studen reidi abilijie for thelnetflod of feeding
instruction that will foil study diVided 123 kindergarteners
enrolled in a . I. am into a group of nOnreaders and four
groups of re using different approaches to reading.
These group re red five subtests that measured the
readiness abi tiers, hearing letter names, syntax
matcNng din e pelting. Data were coltected six months
into tt school cant differences were found among the
four penned compar sons of rionreaders and the groups of beginning
mades.,A cliscrirnin04unction analysis provided the correlations to

ne the combihetion of abilities that discriminated between
pe. The readiness ability of syntax matching was a discriminatinf

factor in all four comparisons. Syntax matching and spelling
discriminated between readers using phonetic analysis and all other
readers. Syntaii matching and naming letters discriminated between
sight readers and context readers. These results, though subject to .
Imitations, may be useful for teachers who need assessment
measures to determine readiness for specific programs and methods
of teaching reading.



AN' INVESTIGATION OP THE RELATIONSHIP SETWEEN
AWATONY stouumst MEMORY AND READING SKILLS IN

GRADE CHILI:41EN Order No. DA830181111
WATT. Rosser SANF0110, Eo.D. Rufous Univetsify. The Slate U. of
New Jersey (New Brunswick), 1982. 110pp. Chairperson. Maur*
Moon

2' This study attempted to assess the relationship befWeen auditory
sequeogal memory training and /siding skill scores. Subjects ".
included sixty male and lomat* third grade children, seven and eight
years of age, who were ol at least aveisge intelligbnce as measured
gy group standardizad testing.

Auditory sequential memory was assessed u sing the digit span
ilublestal the Wechsler Intelligence Scalefor thildren Revised, with

deficiency defined by scores falling one standard deviation ot more
below the mean Students with deficiencies on this test weAdivided
int gioups. above average. aver'sge, and below averabe

ere, according to scbres on the reading skills subtest ol the
Cal a Achievement Test. '.

-Auditory sequential IIIWTIOty training was adminisisied to hall of
the children in each group (treatment groupsy The remaining chrtclien
recived no treatment other than pie andposttesting (contrbi
groups). Tt &mop involved three one hall hour sessions per week for.
iright weeks and utilired materials developed for auditory sequential
mamory training.

Statistical analysis ol data indicated Nat there are no diller eines
in the gains of readin4 skills scores of children with,auditory
sequential memory deliclincies who received auditory sequential
memory training when dompared to children with auditory sequentia)
memory deficiencies who did not receive auditory sequential memory
training. Support for these findings are in all areas tested with Me
exception of reading vocabulary.

STUDLNTS' UNCLP I IONS OF. IF AtliER EXPECTATION
AND A TIT ors OWAND RUADING IN THREE
CI ASSIIOOMS Order No DAft220OLIQ
MIL ri tiNI titii!.1. I 0 n tif VrIPINy/1401/11, 1982
137pp chautimli nt

The' porrio..o of the,. 'Judy to in...tisj.ile the. 0.1011110os of
leracher vxport.ilitm and tritt 1441.0001m thal convey
eipectAhull i pm(' ci tly ..that'll/5 it, tlityr litth gi Ade
-Claw pooln. to itr..f...tig.ite. Iowa' ti letublig in
the clessinoni. Ii &let filmy whett.wi thote iPt ti lotationthip betverf
how the atndentc Inel they me etjai cted by the teachet Autd how they
Nel a ut tending in the claw 00m. Intl to deternine whothei this
intor Minn is te.rfurto tear hots

ini.thoitotogy rilivitoyyd whith included
(14 Ad Iiiie.11.1tinti It) ..100P01., 01 re.sess Modorits' iittitin105

iloif aid hii01 (1111011 of tenu het
ex ectetinn ()) ling Interviews with lillitirrits
to detail intliitlicilN 011 t attitudes and leachor
behihoors conveying vxpei (Main 1111'...i:lirs (3) Vidoottwing Ot
Clattittoom iraililu gi mins nt id (India hug ol inlet views with students
to examine .,pecilic tendifig gioup intei actions conveying ex [iec lAtiOn
messages (4) Merbflu wit?) tuncheis to dotc was liortings
(5) Completion tly tem hispl n to e..Antinv the
mist ulnes!. uf this 110011110110n to hit 111r!. Inf. planning and
implementing clx,...iouin IP ow Ants

AnalYsts ot ..c ale rind interview it.itri ievealvd liner dinierisions of
school lelfting'attilude for all thiee cl:t..ses difficulty, inteiest. and
comfort And low situations in whot.h espy( teflon me,:sagris Weld
tr ansmitted reading grouping, ciroding (Including leather recognitions
of students' efforts), assignments, and leacher student illei'actione
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A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYS S OP INSTRUCTIONAL
CONVERSITIONS IN SAS I. READING GROUPS IN
SELECTED THIRD GRADE tLASSROOP4S

Order No:I:IA(535i 17-4
'NASH. MARCIA FisCrt;Ps.O. The Unfvelsity of Texas el Austin. 1
13/pp. Supervisor Frank .1. Oustak 1-

The burpoie of thisstudy was to describe that part of
cbmprehension instruction.which takes place during the
"conversation" teachers have with children in basal reading groups.
Six third spade teachers, and their reipective students, served as
subjects for' the study.

The study consisted of two phases, a descriptive phaiir; and an
ex rimental phase. In the descriptive phase. each teacher was asked

ape five lessons with her high reading group and five lemons with .
her low reeding group over a four month period. The leSsons were
transcribed and analysed using atlierarchialsystem which looked
first at message units, then interaction units, and finally questiorilne
episodes. At the message unit leirel, the analysis was concerned wife
source, form, funclan, and type ol coMprehension inherent in Illieh
unit. Interaction units weresnalyssd to establish whether or not they
were reilolved. The analysis of the questioning episodes was
qualitative, focusing on leachers' search and evaluation stratigies.

The purpose of the experimental phase was to determine If the
convegsalkIns were instructional. Instruction was measured by using
acomprehension test of cued recall. The test was administered by the
investigator bIter all six teachers conducted a discussion over the
Mtn. story.

In the descridtive phise, teachers were found to dominate the
iriati uctional conversations They werettpe source ol 68 percent of the
11,512 message units code& The throe most common functions of

.

teachers' speech were extending, controlling, and confir ming. The
FonversatiOns most often /exulted in *co Iptually implicit
comprehension (26%), with textually Implicit comprehension following
closely (24%),

The results of the lest of cued recall seemed to indicate that
instructional conversations do resell in comprehension However, this
finding had to be vie4d in light of the following limitations: tne
sample was small; students were nol leafed in the basal Mst that they
normally read in thee reedIng'groups; students were tested In an
unique setting; and a limited number of questions were asked.

DECODING SKILL AND VOCASOLANV KNOWLEDGE IN
READING COMPREHENSION' Order No. DA830S660
P***Iss, Psoor-Ossosts;Ps D. The Florida Stele'University, 1.11112.
102pp. Major Professor. Robert M. Gagne

The relative importance ol decoding skill and vocabulary
knowledge to reading comprehension was investigated. Ninstrone
fourth grade students from Hillsborough County Public School
System were assessed on Iheir decoding ability, vocabulary
knowledis, and reading comprehension ability. Decoding ability wee
measured by (a) a 40-item Vocalirstion Latency Test (Vt) utilizing
reaction-tim. apparatus; (b) a modified form ol the Literary
Assessment Battery Decoding Test (WAS); and (c) the decoding
sectiond the Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT) Vocabulary'
knowledge was measured by the vocabulary scot@ from the
Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS). Reading compr4hension,
the dependent variable, was measured by (a) a multiple choice Close
# I Test which contained high hiquency words at a fourth grade
level; and by (b) an alined multiple cholas Clots 12 Test which
containod a portion (up to 10 percent) of low frequency (unfamiliar)
words Significaat correlations wer found among the variables al
inters!".

Comparisons were made among several of the correlations. II wee
found that (a) the correlation between decoding skill (ML AB) and
Close # 2 was significantly lower than the correlation between
vocabulary (CTBS) and Clore # 2; and (b) the correlation betWeen
decoding skill (MLAB) and Close # I was significantly higher than the
correlation between the same measure of decoding (MLAII) and
Close # 2 (a .01).



Mu ipie regression analyses yielded the indingarthat (a) decoding
significant contribution to reading comprehettsion (high

words, Ooze *1) when vocabulary was controlled;
vocabulary made a significant contribution It:treading
prehension (high frequency words, Cloze *1)-when decoding

was contrdlied; (c) decoding did not make a significant contribution
, to reading comprehension (low frequenc)words, Cloze *2) when

vocabulary was contrelled; andld) vocabulary madd a significant ,

contribution to reading comprehension (low frequency words, Ooze
*2) when decoding was contrelled.

The results indicate that students depended on both decoding and
vocabulary for reading comprehension in Close 11. In contrast, the
students were more dependeql on their vocabulary knoLdedge in the
comprehension of Ooze *2. `

A DIALECTIC ANALYSIS OF THE HISTORY OF BEGINNING
READING INSTRUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES

Order No. DA8226W;.
PITTMAN, NANCY JEAN, PH.0. The University of Wisconsin - Madison,
1962. 235pp. Supervisor: Professor Wayne Otto

The history of beginning reading instruction in the United States
was analyzed by the dialectic approach, wherein each developmental
step in the history of reading instruction was seen not only as a
successor of-its predecessor but also as a product of its predeci

Approaches to beginning reading instruction were divided int two
major categories: the systemic and the naturalistic, The systemic
approach is characterized by a formal structure in which a reader
forme the tore of instruction. Four readers, which played s domina
role in reeding instruction for nearly 300 years, were examined. T
four readers were Th Nw England Primer, Webster's Th Am. cag
SPaling Book, McCulley's Eclectic Readers, and Scott, Fore an'd-
Curriculum Foundation Series.

The naturtlistic approach is characterized by a childcentered
emphasis based upon thekbelief that a child's naturallearning needs
to be stimulated and not structured. Exponents of naturalism studied
included Rousseau, Pestalozzi, Parker, and Holt.

Themes addressed in the study were: (A) The role of the reader in
'reading instruction. (B) The development of the reader in terms of
content, method, and values. (C) The marketing of readers, and
jo) The impact of the countervailing naturalistic philosophy.
. Major c clusions from the study Were: (1) Ch in reading
inebuctio re a product of socio-economic cha in American
society a not a product of advances in the und intro( the
process of reading. (2) The seleition of a reading text ind the reason
for a single text's dominance of the nation's classrooms was a
produce of marketing techniques and not a product of a deliberate
compartson of competing texts' espoused values, theories, methods
or approaches, (3) The naturalistis approach"has long existed as an
alternative to the reader-oriented ystemic approach. Naturalism has
enjoyed only limited and experimental applicstion in its pure form.
Hovorver. as the belief that a reading text must be "leacher proor hes
become diluted by experience, the principles of naturalism have
influenced mainstream education. Child-oriented leacher education

and the discretionary use of supplementary materials reflect
recognition of the student'sindividuality and are consbnant with the
values of naturalism.

_ .
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STUDY OF THE RELIABILITY i$IF PHONIC
GENERAOZATIONS IN FIVE PRIMARY;LEVEL RASA"'
READING PROGRAMS Order No. DA8304712
Soriqrsott, Nliecv L., PH.D. Arizona Slit* Univgrsity, 1982. 23epp.

_ Thisstudy had three purposes: (af todetermine what information
istaught in theform of phSnic generalizations in curreot, Primary-
level basal readers; (b) to examine intraprogram reliability of those
generalizations; and (c) to determine whether there had been a
change in the body of generalizations found in earlier reading
materials by Clymer

The vocabulary lists rom fivebasal reader* were entered M a
computer file. Separa lists of orthographically conforming words-
were created for the generalizations within each reading series. P
Orthographically conforming wrds werelinalyzed to determiniV
which words conformed phonemically to the generalizations.
Percents of reliability and applicability were calculated for each
generalization within Its pwn serial.

Forti-two generalizations were found in all deries. Seven of the
generalizations were common tD three or more of the basal series.

wentrsix were unique fp one series. In all iyograms 60% or more of
neralizations met acceptable levels of reliability and
tab.lity. Only 13 of Clyiner's generalizations remain in current

been subsumed by more generic curfent
generaliz ; 20 no longer appear on current lists. -

THE fECTS OF SOUND MANIPULATION TRAINING ON
A RY SEGMENTATION AND WORD RECOGNITION

Order No. DA8303657
SPAA ENBURG, LINDA BEATA WHITE, PH.D. Syracuse University, 198g.
f3Opg. `.

This study was designed to examine the effects of sound
manipulatidn training on auditory segmentation and word recognition.
The purposes of Viivesearch were (a) to determine if inferred
conceptual level would influence the effects of training with an
auditory segmentation component on first grade children's ability to
perfonn either auditory segmentation tasksAr word recognition tasks

d (b) to determine if this training given in conjunction with end
trade reading instruction would have a direct influence on fest grads
children's ability to perform auditory segmentation tasks or word
recognition tasks. This study included both immediate and delayed
evaluations of these tasks-

'AI the eligible children present in a urban elementary school
between September a ry of fi grade participated in this
study (N = 69). 0 asis of tes ng using'the Concede'
Assessment Kit - onservatio ore, ), by Goldschmid and Bentler,
children were nsidered to e at a gh, medium, or low conceptual
lerl. Children ithin each cl m were grouped according to
these level then randomly assigned to treatment.

The 14 c n in the experimental group received six weeks (28
sessionV) of Irai II groUp instruction in manipulating words within
lists snd sounds with, words using the Auditory Motor Program of
Rosner's PereeptualS curriculum. The control group received
small group story readi g tfice a week. At the end of the treatment
three auditory segmentation taskt and the word recognition tasks .

were administered. Ten weeks later two auditory segmentation tasks
and the word recognition task were administered.

The findings were: (1) Conceptual leverdk4 not significantly affect
the relationship between sound manipulation tcaining and the
children's atiility to perform either the auditory segmentation tasks or.
the word recognition tasks,both immediately after training and ten
weeks later. (2) The two treatment groups did not differ significantly
in their ability to perform any of the auditory segmentation tasks or the
word recognition tasks given either immediately after treatment or ten
weeks later. (3) Regardless of treatment group assignment the
number of words recognized and the nurbber of both syllable and
phdneme segmentation items correctly performed changed
significantly betafeen the immediate and the-delayed evaluation
periods. (4) The conceptual level groups differed significantly only in
their abllity to perform the syllable segmentation tasks. comparisons
**Fe madebetween this siudy and previous research. Suggestions
for future research and classroom teaching were made.,

<
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FORMING AND REFORMING: A COMPREHENSIVE
READING/COMMUNICATION Alin .PROGRAM IN-THt
MARTHA WASHiNGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ,

Order No. DA8229091
Tsswicx, HAROLD DoueL'As,.ED D..tiniversity of Pennsylvania4 1982.
222jip Adviser Dr. James M. Larldh ,

Since the Pennsylva;Aia Compretwnsive Reading/Language Arts
Program is relati;ely new in the>;area of improving skills, there llas not
'been niuctr information on its e yctiverwss. This study Was One of
several which were conducted to assess-the effectiveness of the
principal as an instructional leader, in implementing the PCRP and to
extend, the knowledge base about PCRP and 'the four critical areas:
(1) /Responding to Literature (2) Self-Selected and Sustained &rent
Reading, (3) Composing-Oral and Written, (4) Investigating and
Mastering Language Patterns.

The purpose of this study was to determine if the provisions of the
four critical experiences, as descritSed in the PCRP, when presented
in a balanced and hatmonious manner to children who-can already
read, will not only improve academic achievement, but make reading
a sett-motivated interest of the children.

The problem was studied from the three following vantage points!
(a) Teacher., records, (b) Student performance records, (c) P rent
involvement in the program.

This study utilized a, descriptive approach which followed three
classes for three years. The investigator will be constantly seeking
ways to enhance his leadership skills in the deOelopment of viable
reading programs within his school in an age of dramatic, social and
technological change.

It

AN YESTIGATION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS, OF ORAL
VERSb SICENT READING OF SELECTED SOCIAL STUDIES

. PASSA S WITH4THIRD GRADE STUDENTS
Order No. DAS301183

VENECONI, NANCY D., Eo.D. University of Northern Colorado, 1982.
164pp.

Purpose of the Study. The.purpose of this study was to investigate
and describe various aspects of or al versus silent reading of selected
social studies passages with third grade students.

Procedures. Sixty third graders were ranked high, average, or low
ability readers. Students were given a prior knowledge assessment
over two social studies passages, then asked to orally and silently
read, and give a retelling,of each passage. Aspects of comprehension
investigated frontthe prior knowledge assessment and retellings
were: number of main ideas, details, words recalledt retelling, interest,
preferencelbr oral or silent reading, retelling patterns, and amount ni
instructional time for oral and silent readi

Treatment of Data. Retelling scores w ulated for orally and
silently read passages. Mean scores were c nd a est for
correlated samples was used for testing significance. dition the
mean differences ror all addressed aspects of orally ve s silently
read passages by high, average, and low ability reaaers w tested
using Analysis of Variance. The Duncan Test of Multiple Co &dust
indicated between which groups differences occurred.

Findings. There werevo significant differences between the an
number of main'ideas, details, or words recalled for oral versus silent
reading. There was a sigpificant difference between the number nt
words used in retelling liner oral versus silent reading. There were
significant differences between average and low ability readers for
number of details and retelling scores for silent reading. Other
significant differences were between high and low ability readersfor
number of main idets and retelling scores when reading orally.

Implications. Th rd grade students are inhibited by the retelling
process. Teachers need tO be cognizant erf this apd allow practice
time for this procedure. Further, the retelling process needi to be
adapted and modified in order to more accurately and thwoughly
assess in facets of comprehension. Anally, the steategies.used by
average ability readers needs to be more thoroughly investigated.

.
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AN INVESTIGATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND
ATTITUDES TOWARD.READING IN TWO1PPROACHES TO
UNII4TERRUPTEDSUSTAINED SILENt BEADING PROGRAMS

Ordir No..DA8301 616
VOLPE, MAINIO S., Eo.D. Rutgers University ihe State U. of New Jrsey
(New BrunSrvick), 1982. 124pp Chariperson: Maurie Hillson

Purpose of the Study. This study was.designed tà investigateThe
effects of two diffete-nt strategimon'students of grades tw6.ancl five
on their achievement in reading and their attitudes toward reading.
One strategy was introduced into the schoor program; the other was
introduced.into thie home. A third strategy was one that encompassed
&combination of both. ',

The strategy introduced into the school program was entitled
Uninterrupted Sustained Silent Reading (USSR). The strategy

-introduced into the home was entitled Pareptal Aid Training (PAT).
The third strategy combined USSR and PAT as a separMe trestment

Procedures. The study was conducted in the three elementary
schools of New Milford, New Jersey. The sample consisted of 236
students in grades two and five. AU students were tested in the fall of
1980 to determine their reading achievethent levels and attitude
toward reading and again in the !Ate spring of 1981. The California

!Achievement Test and the Estes Attitude Scale were administered for__
reading achievement and attitude pre and post seores.

A nonequivalent control group design was iniplemented to assess
the importance of theindependent variables of method, grade, and
Sex on each of the three dependent variables: attitude,
comprehension, and vpeabutiry. In all analyses, the nit scores for
each studhnt, as measured by the difference in pre and post scores,
'were used, A three-way analysis of viriance was performed for each
of the three deper)deat variables.

Findings and Results. All null hypotheset were accepted except
for one. Null Hypothesis One, "There is no difference in growth of
iehievemenekores obtarned by students of grades two and five
among treatment and Comparison groups as measured by thei
California Achievement Test," was rejected. The Duncan Multiple-
range test isaated USSRPAT as the significant treatment group.

Post hoc analyses on the attitude"scores revealed an important
trend. Students who scored 26, 27, and 28 on the attitude scale were
eliminated due to the "ceiling effect." A significant F value was
Subsequently reported indicating one possible limitation of the
attitude scale.

Conclusions. By eliminating students in the "ceiling effect" area,
results demonstrite a significant difference in attitude toward
reading.

It is now possible to view the USSR-PAT strategy as a successful
approach to raising the reading achievement of students in grades
two and five.

a



LEARNING STYLES AND TtlifiEACNING OF, READING
Order No. 0A8305197

WCAPE, GAYE LAUAELL, PH.D. The University of Akron. 1983. MVP.

The three purposes of this study were: (1) To trace the
droleriment of the concepkof learning styles, (2) To determine how
much information on learning styles is included in teacher's editions

baiel readers, using the technique of content assessment through
dOctor implied information', and (3) To suggest techniques for using -
various learning styles that teachers can appli in the classroom when
leaching reading.

The development 61 the concept of learning s tyles was traced from
beginning as cognitive style with Witkin and Kagan representing

archers in cognitive styie.14111's work was discussed and placed
a pointbetween cognitive style and learning style. Theworka of the
Dunne and Gregorc were discussed throligh the liierature and
represented current work in learning styli. The strengths and
weaknesses ctsell-reporting instruments foressessing learning style
we discussed along with alternative methods for assessing learning
ley's*. The changes in learning style as students mature were
reported from the literature The advantages of a teacher knowing'
his/her own learning style and the learning styles of his/her student&
wee also explored. To determine if knowledge of concepts of learning
style had been used in the preparatiçin of the teacher's editions ol
basal readers, teacher's editions of 4asal readers which are used in
the beginning of first, thjrd, and fifth rades from the Economy, Ginn,
and Lippincott publishing companie4 were analyzed using the
technique of content assessment. Bicause of the lack of specific
suggest,ions for teachers concerninQ learning styles, all specific
disctipilsfor the teacher to be used with students were placed into
six riei auditory, visual-audit rY, visual-tactile/kinesthetic,

itory-tactilelkinesthetic, uditory-trictile/kinesthetic ance
Miscellaneous. Techniques for leathers in using learning style .

iniormation in the teaching of reading were also suggested. These
techniques were in the visual, auditory, and tactile/kinesthetic modes.
Very little information about learning style or modality was inclUded in
the teacher's editions of the basal readers chosen for study. Also, the
suggestions for teachers included in the teacher'emanuals of-all

-- three series did not differ widely.
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Copies of thea,DissAFtations may be obtained by addressang
your request to: Nt //

,--University Microfilms International
300 North Zeeb Road
AneArbor, Michigan 48106

or by telephoning (toll-free) 1-800-521-3043
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